
English translation of the Vice-Chancellor’s speech

Your Excellency,
Your Grace,
Mr County Governor,
Fellow Vice-Chancellors and former Vice-Chancellors,
Mr Chair of the University Board,
Esteemed Honorary Fellow,
Doctores Promovendi,
Prizewinners,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Welcome to the 2019 Winter Conferment Ceremony at Uppsala University – an occasion that 
brightens this dark season and one of the highlights of the academic year. I welcome especially 
our promovendi, 90 newly examined doctors and 19 honorary doctors, and our 11 prizewinners.

To our international friends, especially our honorary doctors: a warm welcome to you all. Coming 
from far and near, you remind us of our University’s status as part of the worldwide academic 
community. We are honoured that you have joined us for this celebration. I will hold this speech 
in Swedish, but I hope you have received an English translation.

Doctores juvenes, this morning the University fired a salute and the great bell of Uppsala Cathedral 
rang out in your honour. Soon you will be led across Parnassus by the faculties’ degree conferrers 
to receive the tokens of your newly earned status. You have laboured for many days – and 
probably nights – on your theses. I am sure you have experienced moments of doubt, but I am 
convinced you have also enjoyed periods when inspiration has made your research a pleasure.

The titles of your theses offer a glimpse of the breadth and diversity of this University. The topics 
cover everything under (and over) the sun: Swedish Jews and the victims of Nazi terror, the 
complexities of childbirth, matter–antimatter interactions, the genesis of a new Swedish Bible 
translation, improved systems for space propulsion. Your combined knowledge spans all domains 
and, indeed, the entire universe. 

Today we also welcome the nine faculties’ new honorary doctors. We salute you, along with to-
day’s prizewinners, for your learning, your commitment and your contributions to knowledge. 

Universities have a responsibility to stand up for the free pursuit of knowledge – to uphold the 
integrity, diversity and quality of scholarship in both education and research. At our University, 
we prepare every student to meet the challenges of the future. We develop new knowledge that 
continuously fine-tunes – and sometimes revolutionises – our understanding of the world. You, 
new doctors, are well equipped for the challenges of the future, and we celebrate this with you 
today. 

Climate change, sustainability, human health and social development demand new perspectives. 
The University will contribute both locally and globally and we will be clear about our achieve-
ments.
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In the global arena, I would like to highlight the South Africa–Sweden University Forum, which 
gathers researchers and teachers from 39 universities. Together we contribute towards the UN’s 
sustainable development goals in climate, education, health and sustainable urbanisation. 

At the local level, I would like to mention our collaboration with Uppsala Municipality in the 
area of sustainable urban management. In Uppsala University Sustainability Initiatives, we are 
developing a number of interdisciplinary research platforms dedicated to sustainability. 
The University has ensured that the foundations and management organisations that we are in 
a position to influence make ethically and environmentally responsible investments. 
We have more and more travel-free meetings, although the technology still needs further im-
provement. That will make it easier for us to choose not to travel unless it is absolutely necessary 
– which will both benefit the environment and enhance our personal wellbeing. 

Over the past year, two major government inquiries have been in progress. We have now received 
the final report of the Internationalisation Inquiry for comment. One interesting and challenging 
point concerns the new formulation in the Higher Education Act: the overall effect of internation -
alisation will be to contribute to higher quality and sustainable development. I welcome the 
connection made here between quality, sustainable development and internationalisation – this is 
also one of the objectives of the current revision of the University’s Mission and Core Values. 

The other inquiry – the Inquiry on Governance and Resources – is due to report in a week’s time 
and we await the report with interest. However, regardless of government inquiries, we take our 
responsibility as a university – we always stand up for good research practice and our integrity. 
Because we must remember: engaging in research and education at Uppsala University is both 
a fantastic opportunity and a privilege. Being part of our University entails a responsibility to 
contribute – both to the pursuit of knowledge and to a better world.

The nine faculties’ honorary doctors have made abundant contributions of this kind and we are 
pleased now to be able to incorporate them in our scholarly community. I acknowledge with 
equal warmth the significant contributions for which our prizewinners have been responsible. 
It is a pleasure for me today to present them with well-deserved awards.

I bid you all a warm welcome to Uppsala University’s 2019 Winter Conferment Ceremony.
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